Preschool children with developmental coordination disorder: a short-term follow-up of motor status at seven to eight years of age.
At a population-based screening of 5-6-y-old children, 37 children were identified as having definite or borderline motor difficulties consistent with developmental coordination disorder. When 7-8 y old they were re-examined to determine their current motor status and to compare it with that at the age of 5-6 y. The motor status was investigated from three perspectives: by a motor test, by the use of a self-perceived motor competence scale, and from the parents' descriptions. On a group level the children had not changed their motor status when 7-8 y old, according to the total scores in the Movement ABC motor test and the Perceived Motor Competence scale. On an individual level most children with definite motor difficulties remained in their category regarding motor difficulties at the follow-up, while most children with borderline motor difficulties did not. The parents' descriptions indicated an association between willingness to engage in physical activities and degree of motor difficulties. Over a period of 1.5 y most children with definite motor difficulties continued to have such difficulties. The parents' descriptions of their children's motor status and development were in agreement with the children's motor status as measured by a motor test, but were not in total accordance with the children's self-perceived competence.